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Introduction
The structure of the family has changed 
drastically in the last 50 years. The once 
valued Traditional structure is now 
accompanied by a myriad of alternative 
parental architypes. Does the structure of the 
family play a role in the delinquency of 
juveniles?  Also having a great influence on 
today’s youth is modern media. Have these 
forms of media contributed to juvenile 
delinquency? 
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Six hundred twenty-nine charges filed against 121 male juveniles were selected
for use in this study. Each juvenile had a written status or criminal allegation filed against
him by a law enforcement officer, school official, parent or probation officer. Plea
negotiations and trial outcome were not accounted for during this stage of the study and
the innocence of each child was assumed until adjudication. This study was directed at
determining a juvenile’s susceptibility toward delinquency. The alleged offense was
selected as the primary focus instead of the child’s alleged culpability in each individual
allegation. Each alleged incident occurred within Lewis County, West Virginia, with no
bearing given to the residential status of the juvenile. The subjects ranged from 9 to 17
years of age
